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Planning and securing contributions for your museums,libraries and 





archives
The Museums, Libraries and Archives (MLA) Council MLA is the strategic body working with and for the museums, libraries and archives sector, tapping into the potential for collaboration between them.  Leading strategically, the MLA promotes best practice in museums, libraries and archives, to inspire innovative, integrated and sustainable services for all.
Museums, libraries and archives make a major contribution to communities. They foster learning and skills, support community cohesion and local identity and play a role in strengthening local economies. By helping to create a “sense of place” they make a difference to the quality of people’s live and the success of communities.

Public Libraries, Archives and New Development: A standard charge approach and Arts, Museums and New Development: A standard charge approach set out an approach for calculating and securing developer contributions as part of Section 106 agreements and for future application under the forthcoming Community Infrastructure Levy. The financial charge for the developers is based on a national benchmark charge for each person expected in a new housing development. The charges are based upon average cost and space benchmarks for library, archive and museum provision, supported by extensive survey work.
To take into account evidenced regional variations in costs, the libraries and archives standard charges also provide regionally adjusted cost figures. 

Both approaches explain that local planning authorities are advised to carry out local and more detailed work to assess and establish local needs. This may lead to different levels of charges being adopted to suit local infrastructure requirements, and is particularly the case for museums where variation in provision between different kinds of local authorities can be significant.

The library and archive standard charges have been extensively piloted in the South East and also adopted by a number of local authorities across England. Progress in Adoption of the Public Libraries Standard Charge describes the progress made in adopting the charge. Local authorities who have already adopted the standard charge include:

· Bracknell Forest 
· West Berkshire 
· London Borough of Barnet 
· Wycombe District.  

Arts, Museums and New Development standard charge overview sheets, designed as specific introductions the standard charge for councillors, planners, and local authority cultural officers are available to download from MLA’s planning tools section of the Culture and Sport Planning Toolkit.

Further guidance
Designing Libraries is an information hub and forum relating to the planning and design of libraries. The site includes:

· A database of descriptions and images which can accommodate records of library building projects, including new builds, conversions and refurbishments for public, academic, school and national libraries, throughout the world. Currently there are more than 400 database records mainly from the public and higher education sectors, for projects dating from 1990- . The database can be searched by a wide range of characteristics to provide you with ideas or identify relevant projects to follow up in more detail. 

· Image galleries 

· News on library building projects, events and publications 

· Information resources. Links to hundreds of resources on all aspects of library planning and design. 

www.designinglibraries.org.uk 

MLA runs the Museum Accreditation Scheme which sets nationally agreed minimum standards for museums in the UK.  The Standard supports museums in identifying opportunities for further improvement and development. There are currently over 1800 museums participating in the Scheme, demonstrating their commitment to managing collections effectively for the enjoyment of all communities.
http://www.mla.gov.uk/what/raising_standards/accreditation 

Benchmarks in Collections Care is a self-assessment checklist to help organisations identify how well they are caring for their collections, give an indication of where and what improvements might be needed, and provide a practical framework for measuring future progress.  

www.collectionslink.org.uk/collections_care/benchmarks 

BS 5454:2000 Recommendations for the storage and exhibition of archival documents, 3rd edition, British Standards Institute, 2000 

Museums with archival collections, should be working towards meeting the environmental, security and display standards described in this British Standard.

The Government Indemnity Scheme (GIS) provides borrowers with an alternative to commercial insurance. It means that a museum, gallery or library can arrange to borrow objects from non-national institutions and in the event of loss or damage, compensation will be paid to the owner by the Government.  To qualify for GIS facilities need to meet specified environmental and security standards.  See: www.mla.gov.uk/what/cultural/objects/government_indemnity
Inspiring Learning for All: A Vision for Access and Learning in Museums, Archives and Libraries presents a good practice standard for the development of accessible and inclusive services, which promote lifelong learning and for measuring the impact of learning programmes. 

www.inspiringlearningforall.org.uk
MLA’s Communities Policy web pages give an overview of our policy development work and programmes designed to ensure our sector tackles key agendas around communities and neighbourhoods, such as
· Sustainable communities 

· Regeneration 

· Neighbourhood renewal 

· Empowerment 

· Information and democracy 

· Diversity and equality 

· Improvement 

www.mla.gov.uk/what/policy_development/communities 
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