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INFORMATION SHEET: Arts Council England
Planning and securing contributions for your art facilities
Our aims and what we do 

Arts Council England is the national development agency and a major funding source for the arts. We work to get great art to everyone by championing, developing and investing in artistic experiences that enrich people’s lives. Getting involved in high quality arts can both improve people’s quality of life and boost local communities. 

We promote the key role of arts in communities where they have a powerful effect in building a sense of identity and pride as well as helping to bridge social divisions. There is strong evidence to show that the arts can play a vital part in social and economic regeneration through learning, skills and personal development, through supporting community projects and strengthening local economies.

Arts Council England and the arts, are also a major player in wider non-cultural partnerships, either physically sited within mixed use buildings or part of initiatives encouraging the use of the arts to foster greater collaborative working in education, regeneration, health and social care. 
Results from the Arts Debate in 2007 confirm the evidence that the arts bring people together, create links between different communities and encourage a sense of pride and belonging in their local area.

Arts Council England shares and supports the local government objective of increasing engagement in the arts. The Comprehensive Area Assessment (CAA) will include a national indicator on levels of engagement in the arts (NI11). All areas will be measured on their levels of arts engagement. Over a quarter of areas in England have also made increasing engagement in the arts a priority within their new local area agreement (LAA) and these areas have set targets for arts engagement over the next three years. Participation data used for NI11, measured by the Active People Survey, is available on the Active People section of Sport England’s website.

Key guidance

To encourage more people to get involved in the arts, we work with artists, arts organisations, local authorities and others to find new ways to excite and inspire people.  As part of this work we have undertaken research into the space and cost requirements for arts across different local authorities.  This is to ensure that there will be the right, high-quality arts infrastructure in place across the country to allow people to experience great art of all kinds in the future.  

Arts and Museums and New Development: A Standard Charge Approach sets out an approach for calculating and securing developer contributions towards new or enhanced facilities as part of Section 106 agreements, and the forthcoming Community Infrastructure Levy. The financial charge for the developers is based on a national benchmark charge for each person expected in a new housing development. Arts Council recognises that assessments of current provision and needs are essential to creating standard charges which can act as a benchmark in negotiating planning contributions.

Arts, Museums and New Development standard charge overview sheets, designed as specific introductions the standard charge for councillors, planners, and local authority cultural officers are available to download from Arts Council’s planning tools section of the Culture and Sport Planning Toolkit.
CABE and ACE joint publication, Building excellence in the arts – a guide for clients is a resource for anyone procuring arts buildings, from minor remodelling projects through to entirely new buildings. It is a step-by-step guide to the procurement process, which shares the experiences of arts clients and illustrates with existing arts buildings along the way. Designed to be used online, this guide will equip clients with the knowledge required to make informed choices, helping them achieve a high-quality building.

ACE has also developed a website with extensive guidance on creative workspace for artists on the back of a major project called Inhabit. This resource allows you to; search a database of creative workspaces, join in discussions and share your knowledge, use the toolkit and resources to learn about creative workspace.
Further guidance

ACE also supports the place of public art by funding ixia – a public art think tank which provides guidance on the role of art in the public realm. Public Art and the Planning System and Process in England is a step-by-step guide produced to assist local planning authorities in preparing supplementary planning documents for public arts. In particular, it sets out processes to secure provision of public art by developers or local authorities funded by developers through a number of funding mechanisms. This should be used alongside the new Standard Charge for arts facilities to secure funding for both essential infrastructure and wider public art.

Theatres Trust is the National Advisory Public Body for Theatres is the government’s adviser on theatres.  As a statutory consultee, local planning authorities refer all planning applications on theatres to the Trust for expert advice.  It also advises and provides information on policies for community, cultural and theatre facilities within infrastructure planning, developer contributions and planning obligations and the provision of theatres.
Arts Council has published Arts Spaces for Schools in partnership with Specialist Schools and Academies Trust. This document provides design guidance for BSF projects, aiming to improve the quality of children and young people’s experience of taking part in and enjoying the arts. It is aimed at both schools where new-builds are taking place of all or part of the school and at schools where more modest refurbishments are planned, such as converting a canteen into a dance studio or upgrading existing art rooms.

Joint guidance from Arts Council and Sport England, The Win Win Scenario: Community Sport & Arts on Education sites highlights the key principles underpinning the successful planning, development and delivery of community sport and arts facilities on school and education sites. It examines collaborative approaches between schools, colleges and outside agencies to extending access to sport and arts on education sites to the whole community.  The full guidance is available for download from the BSF section of Sport England’s website.

Space for Learning and Space for Art publications were developed in partnership with the Clore Duffield Foundation as an adjunct to the Artworks research programme. Space for Learning is a handbook for education spaces in museums, heritage sites and discovery centres.  Space for Art is a handbook of ideas and advice about creating environments for learning and teaching in art and design. 

To inform our arts development work, we have also developed Arts Audiences: Insight which categorises English adults as 13 distinct groups. These groupings provide new insight into how and why different kinds of people engage with the arts in England. The information can be used for arts planning as well as a source of ideas for building new audiences for the arts. 
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