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INFORMATION SHEET:
Planning and securing contributions for your sports and recreational facilities
Our aims and what we do 

Sport England is a non-departmental public body and National Lottery Distributor responsible for developing the country’s community sports system. Our comprehensive and web-based planning advice, Planning for Sport, promotes sport and recreation within the planning system. 

With the London 2012 Olympics just around the corner, The Sport England Strategy for 2008-2011 identifies the challenges ahead for community sport in England. Sport England’s aim is to build the foundations of sporting success through the creation of a world class community sport development system in England, through the three Outcomes of Excel, Sustain and Grow. To achieve this, it is essential that inward investment is secured through the planning system to meet the known and future needs of sport.
Spatial Planning for Sport and Active Recreation explains the increasing opportunities for:
· cross-cutting policies and plans 

· development proposals which include sports-related elements 

· increasing recognition of the role of community interests in shaping space, and 

· greater partnership working in policy development and delivery. 

Sport England recognises that planning and delivering sport and recreation can contribute to environmental sustainability, community safety, local economic viability, quality of life and well-being, health improvement, and higher standards in schools. 
Key guidance
Planning for Sport offers guidance on the role of Sport England and the promotion of the interests of sport and active recreation within the planning system. It looks at three aspects of the planning process:
1. Creating Policy for Sport: Planning for Sport recognises the parallel processes in planning for sport and spatial planning at national and local levels. Planning for Sport explains how these processes need to be aligned if sport and recreation is to be successfully planned. Plans and strategies serve different functions including delivering sport facilities, spatial land use planning, and planning for economic development and sustainable communities.  

2. Putting Policy into Practice sets out the following six guiding principles for developing policies for sport and spatial planning: 

· environmental sustainability 

· community safety 

· local economic viability 

· improving quality of life and well-being 

· health improvement 

· raising standards in schools.

3. Planning Tools and Guidance Notes focuses on delivering sports planning policies by producing guidance on: 
· assessing need and demand
· determining planning applications
· facility design and other good practice bulletins
· protecting playing pitches.
Sport England believes that the planning system can deliver a better deal for sport through new development. We recognise that assessments of current provision and needs are essential to creating standard charges which can act as a benchmark in negotiating planning contributions. 

Our Planning Contributions Kitbag provides authoritative advice for local planning authorities on how to effectively secure the delivery of sport. The kitbag is divided into three sections:

1. Planning contributions: what are they defines the policy context of planning obligations for sports. 

2. Developing local frameworks includes practical advice on how to prepare local policies and guidance for sport and recreation contributions.

 
3. Good practice and local authority examples illustrate examples of current practice. 
The Kitbag provides tools to assist LPAs in creating standard charges which include:
· Sports facility calculator


· Towards a level playing field
· Facility costings
· Design and technical guidelines
· One-off negotiation checklist
· Community Use Agreement Templates.

Case studies and using tools in practice 

Sport England’s Examples lists adopted open spaces and recreational facilities supplementary planning documents which are tried and tested. These include:

· Milton Keynes SPG on Planning Obligations for Leisure, Recreation and Sports Facilities (July 2004) 

· Fareham Borough SPG on Open Space (March 2002 – updated April 2008) 

· Mid-Devon District SPD on The Provision and Funding of Open Space Through Development (May 2008) 

· North Dorset District Planning Guidance Note on Planning Obligations for the Provision of Community Infrastructure (June 2003 - revised 2008) and Interim Planning Guidance on the Development of Areas of Amenity Open Space, Play Areas and Commuted Sums (October 2005 – revised 2007).
It also lists a number of recently adopted SPDs, including:
· Bracknell Forest SPD on Limiting the Impact of Development (July 2007) Section 4 - Open Space and Outdoor Recreational Facilities, Section 5 – Built Sports Facilities
· Broadland SPD on Recreational Open Space (May 2007)  

· Calderdale Metropolitan Borough SPD on Developer contributions towards meeting open space, sport and recreation facilities (April 2008).
The kitbag also includes a number of site level examples which illustrate what sport & recreation facilities can be secured through individual planning permissions.  

Click here to view this section of the Kitbag.
Background research and further advice

Planning Policy Guidance (PPG) 17 – Planning for open space, sport and recreation sets out the policies needed to be taken into account by regional planning bodies in preparing regional spatial strategies and local authorities in preparing local development framework documents. The companion guide to PPG17 explains the recommended method for carrying out local assessments. Other guidance available from Sport England include: 
Improving Community Sport Facilities – a toolkit for strategic planning of community facilities {September 2009}

Active Design is an innovative set of design guidelines to promote opportunities for sport and physical activity in the design and layout of development. They follow three key objectives: improving accessibility, enhancing amenity and increasing awareness. The guidelines are for all those involved in master planning 

Planning for Sport in Growth and Regeneration Areas (Planning Bulletin 20) focuses on a number of Sport England’s planning tools. Sport England developed these to influence planning for new and expanded communities.
Sustainable Community Sports Hubs Toolkit gives further guidance on ensuring that sports facilities are developed sustainably. 

Significant Areas for Sport (SASPs) presents a ‘living’ list of national and regionally important sporting sites, which have been indentified in partnership with individual governing bodies of sport. 

Contact us for further information
Rob Holt

Sport England, 
3rd Floor Victoria House
Bloomsbury Square, 

London, WC1B 4SE
T: 020 7273 1551
E: info@sportengland.org
W: www.sportengland.org 
